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Deepwater Horizon, 2025

Maxine Weiss’s evolving installation “Deepwater Horizon” unfolds like a 
parasitic organism within the industrial architecture of the exhibition hall 
of Lothringer 13. It clings to beams and pipes, infiltrates walls, and winds its 
way through the building’s infrastructure—and at times, even through the 
other works within it. Composed of metal grids, industrial materials, kelp-
like forms and actual algae, the installation grows, mutates, and sprawls—
suggesting both contamination and emergence, collapse and rebirth.

The title refers to the Deepwater Horizon oil spill in 2010, one of the 
most catastrophic environmental disasters in recent history. A series 
of technical failures in a deep-sea pumping system led to the release 
of nearly five million barrels of crude oil into the Gulf of Mexico. Weiss 
references this event not simply as an act of remembrance, but as a point 
of departure for an embodied, speculative fiction: What if the catastrophe 
not only destroyed, but also birthed something new? A parasite that grows 
from the wreckage, testing out new hybrid forms that are simultaneously 
organic and synthetic.

Built from pliable wire mesh, readable both as an architectural skeleton 
and as a global ordering system, the installation references the structural 
grids humans have imposed onto the world: maps, data, networks of 
extraction and control. Yet here, the grid is unstable. It dissolves. Salt 
and algae infiltrate it. Organisms begin to grow through and around 
it. The work stages a confrontation between structural rigidity and 
ecological adaptability. Brown algae plays both a real and symbolic role. 
Simultaneously exploited in biotech and food industries and celebrated for 
its role in carbon sequestration, kelp becomes a figure for the ambiguous 
entanglement of life and capital.

Text: Kalas Liebfried
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